
Welcome!

Sophie Charles
Regional Officer



Today’s Session

• Who we are as a funder

• Our grant programmes

• What makes a great application

• Contact details & key info



Who are we 
as a funder?



We believe that every child in the UK has the right to be:

Safe

Happy and Secure

With the ability 
to reach 

their potential



The people and projects we fund will:

• Take the initiative and show clearly how they will make a 
difference which will improve disadvantaged children and 
young people’s lives.

• Address the challenges the children and young people face, 
build their skills and resilience, empower them and extend 
their choices in life.

• Involve children and young people in the design, delivery 
and evaluation of their work.

• Be keen to keep learning about their work so that their 
ability to make a difference in children and young people’s 
lives can keep on improving.



Grant Programmes 



A great first step 
towards working 
with us, or trying 

out something 
new!

Small Grants

Not-for-profit organisations with a constitution

Up to £10,000 per year 
for up to three years (£30k maximum)

• 8-week application turnaround (usually*)
• One stage process
• Focus is on safeguarding



Main Grants

Not-for profit registered with an appropriate body (i.e. charity 
commission or companies house)

Over £10,000 per year for up to three years 
(no upper limit - not many over £120,000)

• Registration – Every organisation wanting to apply for a 
main grant needs to register on our website.

• Project Applications – Once registered you can apply for a 
specific project



Upcoming Deadlines

Future Rounds
Project Application Openings Decision Dates

Open NOW
Deadline 12th April 2021 By end July 2021        

Current Round
Closed (21st December 2020)

Decisions to be given by end of May 2021



What makes a great
application?



Header

Subheader

Body copy You must meet these in order to apply. They cover: 

• Finance 
• Governance 
• Safeguarding

Check the BBC Children In Need 
website for details, or call 0345 609 0015 
and speak to our Operations team

Our Minimum Standards



The 
disadvantages 

young people face
The difference 
you will make

Your activities

The application asks you to tell us …



Disadvantage

We know a lot of the stats; we want 
to see what you really understand about 
the disadvantages/issues facing the children 
and young people targeted. 

We look for:
• How well do you know these children 

and young people?

• How well placed are you to deliver 
this work to them?



Be specific

Tell us the 
impact on the 
young people



Outcomes (or Differences)

We are an outcomes funder. We want to know what 
difference your project will make.

We look for:
• Appropriate, achievable outcomes which link to 

the disadvantage you’ve described

• Three distinct differences you will make

• Do you know how you will monitor 
and evidence these?



Keep it 
simple! 



Complicated

Too many things 
to monitor

Unrealistic given 
timeframe

Weaker Outcomes … 

• To increase confidence, reduce anxiety, 
fear and trauma for children in year 6 
at primary school to enable a successful transition 
to secondary school.

• To improve the social, economic and emotional 
wellbeing of disadvantaged young people by 
increasing their skills towards future employability, 
improving their emotional wellbeing and enhancing 
their integration 
into mainstream society. 



Strong Outcomes

• Improve Children and Young People's  
aspirations for the future

• Children will improve their relationships 
with their families

• Young people are better able 
to manage their emotions around 
bereavement

• Children have more fun!



Your Activity

Plan your activity well, 
and remember to tell us your plans! 

• When will it take place?
• Where will it take place?
• How will the activity work?
• Who will deliver the work? 
• Who will attend?



Child Focus & Participation

How do you keep 
children and young 
people at the heart 

of your project? 



Safeguarding

We put children and young people 
first, and ask every applicant about 
their safeguarding policies and 
procedures. 

We follow NSPCC guidelines 
into best practice in safeguarding.



Your Budget

A great project can be let down 
by a poor budget. Remember: 

• Direct project costs only*

• Clear and well costed out

• Tell us about match funding

• Details for any staff costs



When we say no … 

These are some of the key reasons 
why applications are not successful:

• Disadvantage
• Outcomes
• Safeguarding
• Capacity concerns
• Planning
• Child focus

• Governance
• Budget
• Finances
• Not enough money 

to fund every good 
application



Top Tips

• Check your organisation meets 
our Minimum Standards

• Show the clear link between the disadvantage, your 
activities and positive outcomes
for young people

• Keep it simple

• Involve children in your planning

• Provide a clear budget



On a practical note .. 

www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk

• Online application process

• Go to our website to register, 
and for guidance on how to complete 
the application

• Access our detailed policy 
guidance on the website

• Contact our Operations 
team for support 



Any questions? 



Sophie Charles
Regional Officer

sophie.charles01@bbc.co.uk
0303 081 7791

Operations Team
PudseyGrants@bbc.co.uk

0345 609 0015

Thank You – Stay in Touch!


